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RACE
CHAIRMAN’S
MESSAGE

Tom Munson, Vice- President

The 23" Port Huron to Mackinac and the
5™ Chicago to Mackinac Solo Challenge
concluded with the Great Lakes
Singlehanded Society proudly
welcoming eleven new members into the
fold.

June 23rd dawned cler and mild on
both lakes. On the Lake Huron side, 17
sallors were expected to cross the dart
line but only 14 did so. Winds were
light on a beat to Goderich. Artemm J
was firg around the Goderich mark. By
Sunday morning  spinnekers  were
showing ther guff. Light ar was mixed
in with some good saling. Monday
afternoon Tango sad he did a two-pole
jibe (whatever that is). | was impressed
as | only jibe a night (when | can't be
seen) in less than 2 knots of ar.  It's
cdled a one-pole-one-hour jibe — ‘nuff
sad. Two of our new members are from
the Lake Huron dde and congratulations
are extended to Chuck Drummond and
Mario  Petit. The Lake Huron
President's Cup was awarded to Chuck

Fall 2001

Drummond — nice saling, Chuck! First
place in ther respective divisons were
Bob Van Eck, Pat Nugent, Adrian
Vanden Hoven and Dan Pavlat.

The 2001 recipient of the Peter Fisher
Memorid Trophy is Dan Pavla who
aso completed his 10" Chdlenge this
year —wdl earned, Danidl!

Lake Michigan was our life ring this
year and kept us from anking in red ink.
They had a totd of 26 entries with 21
crossing the gart line. Nine of our new
members are from Lake Michigan: Jon
Jecobs,  Bill Smith, Mike Silverthorne,
Dennis Lautner, Bill Erdmann, Greg
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Jackson, Matt Scharl, Fred Ball ad
Mike Hanson. Congratulaions to you,
oneand dl! Dick Lappin switched lakes
this year and said it was one of the most
enjoyable Chdlenges he's done (this
being his 19th!). Traverse City was wdll
represented and our thanks to Ca Karr
for dl his effots Gamera was firg
acoss the finish line followed by
Lucretia and Everest Horizontal -- dl
new paticipants — tough crowd! Jon
Jacobs on Loose Shoes was awarded the
Lake Michigan Presdent's Cup — great
job, Jon! Dave Rearick, Joe Turns,
Alan Veendra, Paul Schloop, Dick
Lappin and Matt Scharl dl took first
place in ther divisons.  Mike Murray
on Ruhetag went aground at Grays Reef
early Wednesday morning. Ruhetag was
toved to Wddrom Maine in
Cheboygan with minima damage to the
ked. | tdked to Mike a few days later
and he came through with minima
damage dso, dthough one of the
employees & Wasrom Marine sad he'd
never seen anyone <o tired. Apparently
Mike's autopilot quit after the first day
and a pat on his rudderpost broke
requiring some jury-rigging.  After too
many hours of hand deering, Mike just
couldn't stay aweke any longer. You
gave it a heck of atry, Mike, and we're
al pulling for you next year.

The preparation for and execution of the
Solo Chalenge has been a “chdlenge’
in itsdf but the bottom line is it's been
fun!  I've enjoyed the many hours on the
phone talking to the new participants and
getting to know many GLSS members a
litle better. None of this would have
been possble without the hdp of our
members, advertisers (please  support
them as they’ve supported us), sponsors,
volunteers, friends and spouses. If |
forgot to thank anyone a the skippers

luncheon, please accept my agpologies
and gratitude. | would dso like to thank
my wife, Barbara, for her occasond
assistance.

SLUGFEST ON
THE GREAT
LAKES

Dave Rearick

After 60 hours of bruta, competitive
downwind saling between the titans of
snglehanded sdling on Lake Michigan,
the 5th running of the Chicago to
Mackinac Singlehanded race was over.
Long time legends Tim "Mr. 50" Kent,
Joe "wash" Turmns, the Veendra
Brotherss Alan  and Mak, Dave
"whattime' Rearick, Jm "the paper boy"
McLaen, Paul Schloop, Ron Wadls,
"Hyboy" Tony Driza, Cd "traverss"
Kar dong with greenhorns looking to
knock off the legends, Jon "Pagtor"
Jcobs,  Bill  "William"  Smith, Mike
"Laughing Gull" Silverthorne,  Denis
Lautner, Bill Erdman, Greg Jackson,
Mike Murray, Dick "nice wig" Lagppin
and multi-hullers Fred "too tdl" Bal,
Mike "handsome' Hanson, and Mait
"neked turtle' Scharl dated this
legendary race off Chicago on Saturday
June 23rd and finished Monday and
Tuesday June 25th and 26th.

With the legendary record set by Dave
Rearick in 1998 up for grabs, The Open
50 Everest Horizontal saled by Kent
dong with the three multi-hullers
Gamera saled by "naked’, Too Tdl Bdl
on Lucretia and Handsome Hanson on
Solar Express took off leaving Whattime
Rearick on his miniature 33 Geronimo
to twig in the fae of the weather for
nearly two days before it became



virtudly imposshble to unseat his record
of just less than 42 hours.

Everest took off a bit low of the fleet and
was gone over the horizon just &fter the
dgat. While ill in radio range, a
conversation between whattime and Mr.
50 reveled that Everest was nearing the
Michigan shore and was digging clams
off Saugatuck. Tacking off the Beach,
Everest quickly gave back its lead as it
closed in on the flet. Tacking behind
"Wash" on CatNap, "Wadh" sad
Everest was close enough that he could
e Mr. 50 dill coiling up the Man
Halyard.

While Everest and the Multis took off
low for the Michigan coast, Rearick took
off after the venerable Veendras,
McLaren and Mr. Wash draight up the
middle.  After 12 hours of criticd
upwind trim, Whaitime findly found his
way to the lead group short of Wash.
Off to the wedt, the trio of Fyboy, Kar
and Murray took on the lllinois shoreline
looking for more advantageous winds to
gead ther Iluxurious sdling machines
up the lake.

The fird evening would bring on the
Southwest wind shift everyone was
looking for and Chutes were st and the
run up the lake was on. Everest,
Lucretia, Gamera were on their whedls
and gone and the record looked to be in
danger. Whattime had held to the center
of the lake looking for the mythicd SE
vein of wind tha has often lifted Mac
Skippers to inexplicable victories and
fame. Others in the fleet on both shores
battled in the convergence zone with
winds recorded as light and terrible. Mr.
Wash seemed to find his own vein of
wind and continually reported back to
the fleet speeds 2 to 3 knots faster than

the red. As other competitors
approached Wash's reported position,
they would find nothing of the sort of
wind he reported.

As the day and evening wore on, Everest
was heard to be gybing back and forth
up the lake across the nearly dead down
wind flow. Gamera had taken off for
the other sde of the lake and was off N.
lllinois and agpproaching Cheee land
quickly,  Wheattime and  "Gramps'
Veendra both did battle with Little Sable
Point rdaying hair raisng taes of deeth
rolls and crash gybes in order to get off
the beach. Laughing Gull lead the rest
of the fleet in an early morning shower
ritud while "The paper Boy" McLaen
microwaved food on the deck with his
radio transmissons. We heard from Ron
Wedls over the radio for the firg time in
4 years too!! (It's required that you radio
in acheck-in every 6 hours.)

Conditions continued the same to the
finih  with vaiaions a  vaious
legendary places up the lake. The Holes
of the Manitou's, Grey's Reef Light and
passage, "The Bridge' and of course the
Finish. Too Tal and Naked had made it
to the Regf and down the Straights of
Mackinac locked in a virtua match race.
Naked, deadfast in his resolve to not
dlow Too Tdl to pass siled into the
Hole a the Finish. Caught in numerous
whirlpools and weke zones, the two
wated untii Mr. 50 Saled up the
Straghts a double digits bringing the
new wind into the finish zone. The three
would finish within 2 minutes of each
other, Naked firg with Too Tdl
overlgpping Mr. 50 by less than 2
seconds.

Next up the lake were Mr. Wash and
Whaitime, followed by Gramps and



Pastor Jon. Whattime coasted up to
within a quarter mile of the finish and
sopped with no wind & dal. Waiting an
explicable ddete for an evening puff to
push him acrosstheline.

Throughout the morning and following
day, the rest of the fleet finished. All
boiled down, Mr. 50 missed the record
by 10 hours presarving Rearick's
legendary daus as whatimestanyways.
In Superior divison, Geronimo sailed by
Whdtime corrected out in fird with
Everest Horizontal sailed by Mr. 50 in
second. In the Michigan Divison,
Catnap sdled by "Wash" bested
"Pagtor" Jon on Loose Shoes, Cd
"traverse’ Kar on Bdle, Bill "William"
Smith on Skyhigh and "Laughing Gull"
on Chute the Breeze.

In the Ontario Dividon, Alan "Gramps'
Veendra bested the divison in firsg with
his rivd brother Mak in second on
Bam.Boo.Zel followed by Dennis
Lautner on Kyeta and Radio Free Ron
Weélson Free to Choose.

The proverbid Paul Schloop on Blue
Max bested Erie Divison. "Hyboy" on
Whoa Nélie followed by Bill Erdman on
Harbor Haze closed out the divison.
Huron Divison found Ginger Kay saled
by the Cross Racer Dick "nice wig"
Lappin a the top of the hegp followed
by the leader of "our gang’ Sr Jm
McLaren on Bedouin and Greg Jackson
on Compass Rose Unfortunady,
Miched Murray on Ruhetag after
aurviving an Apollo 13esg episode of
jury-rigging was unable to complete the
course.

In the Green Bay Divison, the multi-
hulls finished with Mait "Naked" Scharl
onboard Gamera sting a fird for a

solo, multi-hull passage from Chicago to
Mackinac and a Multi hull record,
folowed by Lucretia saled by "Too
Tdl" Fred Bdl and Solar Express saled
by "Handsome' Hanson.

The Pub Crawl results combined both
fleets from Chicago and Pt. Huron.
While a tactical decison by Dave Evans
puled the Pt Huron divison into
Horn's, the Chicago flest lead by
Laughing gull caught a lift a the Ank
Pony and were able to do an end around
and ended up at the Horns for the findly
dash to the finish. As paticipants
depped asde, the lagt of the fleet
worked their way thru Horn's to the Irish
Ba next door where last seen were
Flyboy Drizay, navigator  Whaitime
Rearick and the legendary Phantom of
Snglehanded Sailing, Rob "frozen in the
North" Robins. Whattime gave in and
retired. Frozen and Hyboy were last
sen locked in a leaning tower
configuration and headed to the docks.
Flyboy was unloaded onboard Whoa
Nellie with the explanation, "there you
go Joanie, he's dl yours' by Frozen who
was once again crowned Pub Crawler of
the year as he headed back down the
empty, londly streets of Mackinac.

LOWER LAKE
HURON SOLO
CHALLENGE

Mark S. Gutteridge

It is sometimes a way of remembering
different races in different years by
linking it with something d<se dgnificant
that has happened in our own life or
others. It is truly regrettable that the
2001 verson of the Lower Huron Solo
Chdlenge will dways be linked with the



horrific events that have occurred in our
good neighbours country. My sinceres,
heartfelt condolences to our good
American Friends and others affected by
this most terrible crime.

The Lower Huron Solo Chdlenge
according to the Friday weather reports
had the makings of fas reaching
conditions and tough upwind besting. |
arived a the Sarnia Yacht Club Friday
evening for the find regidration of
competitors and the skippers mesting.
There was discusson of the westher
which was forecast to have winds from
the South to Southwest at 20 to 25 knots
and gusts to 35 knots. Mogt of the
discusson was a to wha sl
combination that was to be used and
what class to enter. Some skippers opted
to enter the jib and main class because
they reasoned that there would not be an
opportunity to fly a spinneker in the high
winds. There were skippers tha were
just interested in renewing old rivaries
and those dso that were furthering their
education in short handed saling. |
know each time | go saling shorthanded
«ling it is a further learning experience
about my boat, the e ements and myself.

Saurday morning dawned with  the
meteorologists putting a check mark in
the correct column of ther forecasting
score sheet. As the race committee |eft
the harbour we were hailed on the VHF
radio by some competitors that decided
not to risk equipment falure in the high
winds. After we st the garting line |
watched Scott McNeil on a Henderson
30 and Eric Vigrass on a SR33 each of
which are high sal area to digplacement
boats testing the compass courses that
would have to be siled. These light
displacement boats were flying on the
reeches but when they turned upwind

they were quite overpowered and could
possibly be in over ther head. Both
Scott and Eric caled me on the VHF and
with  disgopointment very evident in
their voices informed me that they would
not be able to compete.

The Jb and Man class was the firg
gart. Jean Chorestecki, the principa race
officer for SYC/PHY C, asked me when |
might cancd the chdlenge. | rdayed to
her there were people out there that
would be upset if | canceled even with
Storm  wanings but Gade warnings
would mogt likdy keep us in the
harbour. Charles Harris sailing Sy Fox
was fird to cross the dating line
followed dchortly thereafter by Erik
Mortensen salling Barracuda and Tom
Hughes sailing Split Decision.

Divison “B” was about to start when we
noticed a competitor whose shiny kevlar
mansal was salit from the Iuff to the
leech between the first and second reef
points. John and Jean Chorestecki both
commented that there was another boat
that would unfortunately not be able to
gat. | sad “Hel, that's Captan
Cdamity Phil Rubright; that's not going
to sop him. It is jus another minor
inconvenience.” As Phil passed close to
the start boat he asked us if we had a
goare mainsal and on hearing we did not
he sad, "Oh wdl | think it will lagt to
the firs mak’. 1 commented that Phil
was one of the best salors | have ever
met and after dl this was the Lower
Huron Challenge.

With Phil who was sdling Novation in
the “B” dividon were Jm Bennett on
Kiara, Steve Swoll (firg timer) on
Bayonet and Harold Beaton on On Beat.
The previous evening, Haold was
offered 50 bucks by Phil if he didn't sart



the race. Harold didn't bite. Phl should
have mentioned that it was $50 in US
funds.

The “A” divison was comprised of
Cheryl Cameron saling C Spray, Bob
Van Eck saling Tango and Dave Evans
sling Ratso.

Before ther dat | had lost sght of
Ratso. | was looking to the south which
was below the gating and adso into the
wind. It would have been a spinnaker
dart if the wind wasn't blowing 20 to 25
knots. Dave and Ratso were nowhere to
be seen. | panned the horizon in a 360-
degree ac. No Dave, No Ratso
anywherel Wdll, | thought, he must have
had a gear failure and had to put back
into port to make repairs. The gun for
the “A” divison went off on time and
Cheryl and Bob started with no problems
evident except they had no Ratso with
them. A few minutes had passed and we
were about to hoist the anchor of the
committee boat when out of the mist on
the course sde of the garting line comes
this pug nosed boat. | said “That's Ratso.
What the hdl is Dave doing down
there? We put up the individud recdl
flag and tried to inform Dave by VHF
that he was on course sde early. He did
not reply but you knew he knew there
had been a foul up because he was
beeting hard back to the darting line.
Dave rounded the buoy end of the line
and findly darted. I'm sure he used that
end of the line so he wouldn't have to
talk to us.

Everybody findly had been accounted
for so we pulled up the anchor and went
back to the SYC to await the return of
the Hardy Souls. | knew you were dl
curious where | would use that term.

Thanks agan to John and Jean
Chorestecki for volunteering thar time
and boat Ce Me Now to again start our
event. By the way, Jean's granddaughter
is Katie Pettibone who is about to
compete in the Volvo Ocean Race,
which is more commonly referred to as
the Whitbread.

| returned to the race committee shack at
noon to check the progress of the fleet
and heard from Ratso that the lead boats
were about to round the Kettle Point
Buoy. | went home to cut the grass and
then returned to the race shack to await
the first boats of the fleet. Severd people
darted to arrive to offer their assstance.
Fed glassess were traned on the
horizon, scanning back and forth trying
to pick up a boat. The first boat to appear
was C Spray tacking in from the
Northwest. | would have thought that the
flet would have short tacked the
Canadian shore to avoid the waves and
get some wind shdter from the shore
But then again Cheryl’s boat does draw
8 feet and she has to shift balast every
time she tacks. Cheryl and C Soray were
firg to finish.

Bob Van Eck was next to finish and was
congratulated by his wife Helen. Hdlen's
am was getting tired waiting for Bob.
She had been throwing training dummies
into the surf for their dog to fetch.

As each boat finished Jack Whyatt was
inputting the times into the computer.
That was a lot esser and lot less
dressful than trying to handbomb the
results with pencil and paper.

All of the boats were accounted for
before 6P.M. The awards and barbecue
were scheduled to dat a 8P.M. |
informed as many people as | could that



we would try to start early. It had to be a
tough day on the water with the high
winds and this would alow tired bodies
to get to bed allittle eaxlier.

Just as the competitors and guests
arived a the SYC clubhouse a violent
thunderstorm with torrents of rain passed
through. If you remember it aready hed
been blowing 20 to 35 knots throughout
the chdlenge. | sad a little prayer of
thanks and poured mysdlf that rum | had
promised mysaf when | knew
everybody had finished safely. | made it
adouble.

The BBQ was fired up, the bar was fired
up and the post race andyss began in
eanes. Phil Rubright was explaining the
advantages of redfing your mansal in
the midde. Dave Evans was trying to
explan his gating manoeuvre and aso
gating that this was the best Lower
Huron Chdlenge ever. Dave likes big
wind! Bob Van Eck was looking for
something to fix. Jack Whyatt was trying
not to give away the results Erik
Mortensen was telling jokes. Steve Stall
was dl gins for finishing his firg
Chdlenge. Jm Bennett was trying to
keep the family happy and a the same
time had a dy grin on his face. Charles
Haris was very quiet. The drain and
faigue were showing in his eyes but a
gnile was ds0 evident. Tom Hughes
was happy that he had completed
another Chdlenge and had learned more
about himsdf and his boa. Harold
Beaton was cutting the watermelon and
looking after the BBQ. He was dso
trying to snesk a few words in with
everyone about his experiences of the
day. Ed Schultz who withdrew from the
race was dso plessed with his
performance. It was the firg time he had
ever dnglehanded his boat and he came

cdose to compleing the chdlenge. He
recognised that he was too tired to
continue in the high winds and made a
prudent decison to withdraw. Cheryl
Cameron had a previous engagement
and could not attend the BBQ.

The awards were handed out. You can
check the results on the GLSS website,

The draw was held for the free one-year
subscription to Ocean Navigator. Ron
Picard was the winner of the draw.
Thank you to Dad Gagner of Navigator
Publishing for providing the gift and Al
the free copies of Ocean Navigator,
Ocean Voyager and American Yacht
Review that were provided to dl of the
competitors.

| found a couple things interesting about
this yea’'s Chdlenge. In the ovedl
corrected results Bob Van Eck was first
on a J40, Jm Bennett was second on an
Oday 27 and Eric Mortensen was third
on a C&C 39. A smdl boat sandwiched
between two big fat boats. The second
thing was | asked if anybody had
checked their knot log to see how far
they had actudly saled. Tom Hughes
had sailed 60 N. miles in a little over 8
and 1/4 hours on a Catdina 34.Tha's
moving pretty fast conddering it was a
beet for haf the race in strong winds.

Many thanks to Heen Van Eck and
Maggie Evans for dl the hep they
provided in the kitchen. Also thanks to
al of the other people who pitched in to
make the event a success.

LAKE MICHIGAN
SOLO SCRAMBLE

Dave Rearick



On September 14™, the GLSS held the
second annua  Lower Lake Michigan
Solo Scramble. 10 darters, 5 from each
port, Holland, MI and Racine, WI,
sarted the 100-mile race around the
lower weether buoy and to the finish in
Michigan City. The wesather was clear
with light winds from the NE a the dart.
Winds built thru the evening to the low
teens in drength and then eased up again
a sun up came. Salors enjoyed a
spectacular sky of stars and some great

sling.

Fra to finish was Gamera skippered by
Matt (naked) Scharl, next was David
(curly) Wagner on Gigi from Racine.
Following in order of finish were  John
(Vanish) Ayres on Rip Tide, Joe (wash)
Tuns on Cat Nap, Bill (Commodore
Dodger) Erdman on Harbor Haze, Mark
(Punch) Veendra on Bamboozel. Bill
(Mr. Grill) Smith on Sy High was
followed by Paul (Sandbagger) Schloop
on Blue Max, Fred (Barkeep) on Frolic
and Sn and running sweep was Ron
(Radio) Wellson Free to Choose.

Three additiond entrants and one
unofficia  paticipant were unable to
make the gart from either weather issues
or complications resulting from the
previous weeks disaster.

After the finish, an impromptu gathering
of solo slors and salors from the
Michigan City Yacht Clubs Westward
Ho race gathered around a cooler of beer
and the webber grill to commence the
evening fedivities  While tdling dories
and grilling hamburgers and brats under
the direction of Bill the Grill Smith, we
got updates from Sir Jm on Sovereign as
to his wheresbouts and his intended
though not expected ETA. Dave
Rearick and Cheryl Silverthorn were

interviewed by Gourmet Magazine with
regards to the event’'s culinary delights.
Freddie the Barkeep treated everyone to
his verson of River Water, though he
gpologized and offered to come back
agan and spend some time matching the
color to that of Michigan City’'s Tral
Creek. After a couple of jugs of River
water passd, Laughing Gull
(Silverthorn) ran back to his place and
reiurned with a frozen container of
purple suff — nicknamed the Grape
Crush.

An informd awads ceremony was
commenced once the lagt participants
were in.  With a gathering or 25 to 30
sallors and friends, we opened a bottle of
Glenlivit Scotch and passed it around in
tribute to those in New York and
Washington that were spending their day
working in the rubble of the dissster as
wel as those who were keeping vigil
and grieving for log friends.  Informd
results are as follows  Holland Hart,
Gamera, CatNap, Sky-High, Blue Max
and Free to Choose. Racine Start, Rip
Tide, Harbor Haze, Gigi, Bambooze,
and Frolicand Sn.

All in dl, we enjoyed a wonderful day of
sling, friends and the Spirit that makes
this group specid. We added 3 new
salors to the Lake Michigan crowd with
hopes they will be joining us for the Solo
Mac next year. A lot of tak thru the
evening was concerning the Solo Super
Mac coming next summer. Sounds like
more than a few ae interested in

participating.
MESSAGE FROM
TIM KENT

(Tim Kent asked that the following be
read at the Skippers Luncheon on



Mackinac Island, but somehow it fell
through the cracks...)

| regret rot being able to attend the lunch
today. Pick your excuse:
1. | (redly) have to get back to
work.
2. The boat needs to be back in
Milwaukee for the Queen's Cup.
| prefer #2.

This event and the people | have met
through it have changed my life  Fve
years ago | did my firs race; two years
later | was back with a different boat.
This year, | brought the boat that 1 will
do the Around Alone race in next year.
Tak about getting the bug in abig way!

| would like to thank Dave Rearick, Jm
McLaren, Alan Veendra and dl of you
for introducing me to this great sport.

Weve formed a company, are rasing
money and have a maveous boa.
Check out our website:
www.everesthorizontal .com

OUR
CONDOLENCES

It is with deep regret and sadness that we
infom you of the death of GLSS
member, Bud Finney. Bud died October
31, 2001 from injuries received when the
dl taran vehicde in which he was riding

flipped over.

Bud became a member of the GLSS in
1995 after completing the Port Huron to
Mackinec Chdlenge on his boat Largo.
He completed three more Chalenges in
'96, '97 and '98. Bud was a warm and
genid man and a highly respected
member of the GLSS.

The family has asked that donations be
made to the Nationd Multiple Scleross
Society. The GLSS has made a donation
in Bud's memory.

LAKE HURON
TRAGEDY

Our dger organization, Doublehanded
Sdling  Associdion, lot two  salors
(Guy Hornett & Shdly Hind) during
ther awmuad Huron  Doublehanded
Chdlenge this summer. It is indeed a
tragedy when we hear of the sudden loss
of lifewhile saling.

Our Society joins the DSA in mourning
the loss of these two fine sallors on our
Great Lakes. The GLSS has made a
gndl dondion in the memory of these
two salors to organizations sdected by
their families

UPCOMING
EVENTS

November 18, 2001
GL SS Specid Mesting —
Raller Furling Credit
Discusson
North Star Sail Club
4.00 PM

January 26, 2002
Annud Generd Membership
Mesting (AGM)
Bayview Yacht Club
Detalsto Follow

June 15, 2002
24" 1 6" Annua Mackinac
Solo Chalenge



